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The moon, the brightest object in the sky, is the key to our
understanding of the motion of celestial bodies. It serves as
a calendar. The phases of the moon, the apparent change in
its shape, repeat in a certain order over a period of one
month. The scientific reason for phases is explained
through 3D-computer graphics.

The programme focuses on some of the interesting
behaviors in the motion of the moon. It is common
knowledge that we always see the same half of the moon.
The moon does rotate but it completes one rotation in the
same period it takes to complete one revolution around the
earth. The motion of moon around the earth is charted
using some stars in the sky as reference points. Some of
these stars are identified in the simulated night sky to
describe how the position of the moon changes from night
to night. How names of months in Lunar Calendar System
such as Chaitra, Vaishakha are derived is also explained.
Occurrence of eclipses and more importantly why they don’t
occur every month is again made clear through 3D graphics.

The gravitational pull of the moon on the earth causes
Tides. The tides do not begin and end with rise and fall of
water levels in oceans. They have very important
consequences on earth including, possibly, the origin of life
on earth. These are dealt with in some detail.

The next segment of the programmes deals with lunar
explorations carried out by space missions; how these are
important in understanding the origin of moon — a topic of
debate even now. The audience is introduced to a few of
the interesting phenomena that one would observe from
the moon, through a panoramic view of the moon along
with special effects.

The last segment of the programme brings in the
Chandrayaan -1 missions — salient results obtained by
Chandrayaan -1 mission are prorated through images and
fly-through clips given by Indian Space Research Organisaion
(ISRO).

Amidst all the scientific information, the programme has
mythology, fiction and anecdotes to provide some light
moments. A colourful poster exhibition on moon to
supplement the main programme introduces various
interesting aspects about the moon. TV screens carrying
videos / animations add to the overall programme
presentation.

A 3D-scaled model of the lunar surface based on images
from Chandrayaan-1 is another addition to the exhibition
hall.



