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    Abstract Abstract Abstract Abstract     

    

Ever since 1543, when Copernicus dislodged the Earth from its central place in the 

Universe, modern astronomical discoveries have not ceased to shrink man's place in 

the universe ever more, both in space and time. This has led to the disenchantment of 

the world, expressed by the famous cry of anguish of the French philosopher Blaise 

Pascal in the XVII century: "The eternal silence of infinite space terrifies me."  
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